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Waukegan
aims to shed
'yucky’ label

By Maureen Wilkey

Waukegan Alderman Tony Figueroa
says the technical term to describe the
lakefront area of the north suburb in | _ e i e B B
which he grew up was, “yucky.” PHOTO BY MAUREEN WILKEY
| Hussey’s on the Bridge and Joplin’s at 110-114 North Main street in Waukegan are two of the
WAUKEGAN continued on Page 30 first businesses to take advantage of the town’s public-private partnerships.




*The streetscape and the 'I'lF have
really been catalysts behind getting
businesses to invest in the downtown,”
Schabes says. “Some businesses have
used part public money and put part of
their own money in to make their fa-
cades look better.”

Another piece of the downtown
Figueroa is looking to improve is hav-
ing residential in the downtown area.
About 3,000 to 4,000 residences, from
condos to row homes to apartments,
are a part of the master plan. The first

landlord. Avila serves high-class Italian
food and the restaurant is booked
months in advance on nights when the
theater is playing a show. While many
of Avila’s friends told him a nice restau-
rant would never make it in downtown
Waukegan, his wife told him he should
try it and survey results from the city
indicated Waukegan residents wanted
and would eat at such a restaurant.
Since it’s opening, Avila has been ap-
proached by other suburbs that want a
Bacci’s opened in their neighborhood.

1919 building up to modern standards.

“It kind of helped to have people on
the same page with what I wanted to
do,” Moon says. “People knew that re-
development was the right thing to do
and now it is finally getting done.”

Art, parking and facades

Another program Moon and other
business owners are participating in is
the Art Windows program. This allows
local artists to display their work in the
windows of unoccupied spaces in the

attention one night a year for waukegan
Main Street’s restaurant crawl.
Waukegan Main Street has been a part
of downtown Waukegan since the 1930s
in different forms. As part of the Main
Street USA organization, the group pro-
motes activities to support local busi-
nesses in the downtown area. Teddy
Anderson the executive director of
Waukegan Main Street, says that she
thought this years restaurant crawl
would bring in about 50 people, but in-
stead she had to cap it off at 225 people.






